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The Policy Imperative

O




The Methodological Challenge

O




The Methodological Challenge: Part 11

O




The Xerox story

What policy makers really do
Not to copy but to improve upon
Therefore:

Not one country but many

Looking for common principles among successful countries that

do not obtain in less successful countries
Countries that adopt those principles should rise in rankings

Countries that abandon them should fall



Not So Minor Observations

O

. Why did the drunkard look for the keys under the streetlight

when he lost them 40 feet away? Because that is where the
light was — You won't find out how to build highly effective
education systems in countries and states that have

dysfunctional systems (e.g., the United States)

. You wont’ find out how to build effective systems by studying
programs, initiatives, projects, schools or leaders (at least

95% of American educational research)

3. You have to go where the keys are (the top performers)




Why PISA?
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PISA’s Limitations

O




PISA’s Limitations (Part II)

O




Overcoming PISA’s Limitations

O




Building a Research System for Systematically
Improving National Education Performance

O

. U.S. Government requires every state to participate in PISA and

pays for that participation

. U.S. Government sets aside not less that 25 percent of national

education research budget for international comparative research,

5. Not less than half of that for comparative research on education

systems at the scale of state or nation

4. Not less than 10 percent of the comparative research budget for
research on the development of methods of research appropriate

for comparative research on education systems at scale




Your Questions (At Least Some of Them)

O




