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At the time of writing this report, the United States was grappling with four over-
lapping challenges—a public health crisis, an economic recession, continuing racial 
injustice, and a climate crisis. Addressing these public issues as a country is essentially 
asking every member of society the question of “What should we do?” To wrestle with 
these complex issues, one needs to develop knowledge, skills, values, and dispositions 
as an active and responsible civic agent, both individually and in collaboration with 
others. Especially in the age of social media and political polarization, the need to navi-
gate through information overload and misinformation along with the sheer complex-
ity of the issues highlight the importance of interdisciplinary knowledge, inquiry and 
critical thinking skills, empathy for others, willingness to consider multiple points of 
view, and the ability to weigh evidence and reject simplistic answers to complex ques-
tions. In both the short and long term, the education of young people in both formal 
and informal settings plays deeply consequential roles.

As we share this report with you, I am greatly indebted to many individuals whose 
contributions and insights made this report possible. 

First and foremost, I thank the support and generosity of our funder, the William 
and Flora Hewlett Foundation. Dr. Kent McGuire and Ms. Dara Bevington were espe-
cially helpful throughout the process of development, review, and dissemination. The 
Foundation’s vision for education made this partnership particularly productive. 

At the beginning of the project, the National Academy of Education (NAEd) con-
vened an expert steering committee of interdisciplinary researchers and leaders in the 
civic space to lead the review and synthesis of research across disciplines to better 
understand the complexity of civic reasoning and discourse as well as the identification 
of learning principles and recommendations based on research to better prepare young 
people to engage in democratic decision-making processes. We were fortunate to have 
the following scholars and leaders to help guide this project: James A. Banks, Univer-
sity of Washington; Sarah Warshauer Freedman, University of California, Berkeley; 
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