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At the time of writing this report, the United States was grappling with four over-
lapping challenges—a public health crisis, an economic recession, continuing racial
injustice, and a climate crisis. Addressing these public issues as a country is essentially
asking every member of society the question of “What should we do?” To wrestle with
these complex issues, one needs to develop knowledge, skills, values, and dispositions
as an active and responsible civic agent, both individually and in collaboration with
others. Especially in the age of social media and political polarization, the need to navi-
gate through information overload and misinformation along with the sheer complex-
ity of the issues highlight the importance of interdisciplinary knowledge, inquiry and
critical thinking skills, empathy for others, willingness to consider multiple points of
view, and the ability to weigh evidence and reject simplistic answers to complex ques-
tions. In both the short and long term, the education of young people in both formal
and informal settings plays deeply consequential roles.
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